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Colin Gardner 
 

A life of love and joy 
 
Colin Robert Gardner was born on August 13th 1941, to Alfred Robert 
and Emily Isabelle Gardner at the Bunyip Hospital, Victoria, as the 
family lived at the Hyde Park property in Longwarry. 
 
Colin’s Father, Alfred Robert, lived in Longwarry and when the Collett 
family from Warrnambool came to live there also, he met a young 
Emily Collett. They married and started a family, settling in 
Longwarry. Colin was the second born child, following his sister Elvie. 
 
He attended Longwarry Primary School and later Drouin High School, 
but always desired to be working and driving, and so, left school at 
age 13 to start working with his father and Uncle Nelson, driving 
tractors, clearing land and delivering stock feed. 
 
He met Aileen Sheather when she was 10yo and he was 13yo at the 
Longwarry Methodist Church. Colin’s father, with the help of Colin, 
built a house for him in Longwarry as payment for the many years of 
unpaid service to the family business. Colin and Aileen married in 
1964 and settled down together with the house mostly finished,  
but certainly liveable, and he continued to work with his dad and 
completed the house. As their family grew, they welcomed three 
children; Phillip, Christopher and Cheryl. 
 
Over his life time he has been an integral part of the running of the 
local church. He helped with the Sunday school, was the Sunday 
School Superintendent, a deacon and treasurer at different times. 
Colin, with extended family, was also greatly involved in the founding 
of Longwarry Baptist Church and later assisted with the founding of 
Drouin Baptist Church.  Colin had the heart of an evangelist and loved 
to talk with people and share his faith.  



This was particularly brought out as the Lord used him during his 
time with the Salvation Army, especially through their outreach to 
play music in the streets and Colin would spend his time evangelising 
to the people who would stop to listen. He, along with the Salvation 
Army Captain, would spend each Friday night going to all the local 
pubs to tell people about the love of Jesus, even spending his own 
finances to help them if he saw the need. Many folk were greatly 
effected by this ministry. 
 
Later as he and Aileen were to be a part of the family singing ministry, 
one of the most effective parts of that ministry, would be Colins ability 
to talk to people that had come to the concerts and tell them about 
Jesus. 
 
Over the years of his working life, together Colin and Aileen took over 
the running of the stock feed and petrol business, also owning and 
driving trucks throughout that time, but later in the 1970’s, sold the 
business and bought a semi trailer to cart cement over many parts of 
Australia as a full time truck driver. This was interspersed with times 
of driving school buses and coaches in between owning trucks. After 
selling his last semi, he returned to driving buses and finally retired in 
2006. Nearing and after retirement they managed to get away to see a 
lot of Australia in their caravan, meeting so many new people that he 
could talk to. He would leave tracts everywhere he went. 
 
His life is a testimony to the grace of God working in and through him. 
He persevered through trials and many surgeries but was in love for 
57 years of marriage, his joy for life and love toward everyone was 
evident to the very end. He is survived by three children, thirteen 
grandchildren and five great grand children. 



Calvary Baptist Church, Moe 
Wednesday 1 December 2021 ~ 2.30 pm 

 

 
Welcome, thoughts of Colin and Prayer:  Pastor Russel Blanchard 

 
Hymn:  “Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus” 
 

  O soul, are you weary and troubled? 
  No light in the darkness you see? 
  There’s light for a look at the Saviour, 
  And life more abundant and free!  

 
  Refrain: Turn your eyes upon Jesus, 
    Look full in His wonderful face, 
    And the things of earth will grow strangely dim, 
    In the light of His glory and grace. 

 
  Through death into life everlasting 
  He passed, and we follow Him there; 
  O’er us sin no more hath dominion - 
  For more than conqu’rors we are!   Refrain 

 
  His Word shall not fail you - He promised; 
  Believe Him, and all will be well: 
  Then go to a world that is dying, 
  His perfect salvation to tell!    Refrain 

 
Bible Readings:  read by Sarah Jans 
 

  Psalm 100  (KJV) 
 

  2 Timothy 4:6-8  (KJV)  



Eulogy:  Elvie Schmidt 

 
Message:  Pastor Russel Blanchard 

 
Song - “I Surrender All”  The Evans Family 

 
Memories of Dad:  Phillip Gardner 

 
Hymn:  “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” 
 

  Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father. 
  There is no shadow of turning with thee. 
  Thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not. 
  As thou hast been thou forever wilt be. 
 
  Refrain: Great is thy faithfulness! 
    Great is thy faithfulness! 
    Morning by morning new mercies I see. 
    All I have needed thy hand hath provided. 
    Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
 
  Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, 
  Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above, 
  Join with all nature in manifold witness 
  To thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.  
 

   Refrain 
 
  Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
  Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide, 
  Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow; 
  Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 
 

   Refrain 

 
Memories of Poppy:  Jacob Evans 



Photo Tribute & Reflection Music:   

  “Knowing You’ll Be There”  &  “Through It All”   

 
Hymn: “To God Be the Glory” 
 

  To God be the glory, great things he hath done: 
  So loved he the world that he gave us his son, 
  Who yielded his life an atonement for sin, 
  And opened the life-gate that all may go in. 
 
  Refrain: Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 
    let the earth hear his voice! 
    Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 
    let the people rejoice! 
    O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son, 
    And give him the glory, great things he hath done. 
 
  Oh, perfect redemption, the purchase of blood, 
  To ev’ry believer the promise of God. 
  The vilest offender who truly believes, 
  That moment from Jesus a pardon receives.   Refrain 
 
  Great things he hath taught us, great things he hath done, 
  And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son, 
  But purer, and higher, and greater will be 
  Our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see.  Refrain 

 
Closing Thoughts & Benediction:  Pastor Russel Blanchard 

 
Recessional Music:  “Hallelujah, What A Saviour” 

 
Colin’s family would like to thank you for your love,  
prayers, attendance and support through this time. 

 

Following the Service you are warmly invited  
to join us for refreshments in the hall. 



Farewell 
 

Why should I shudder at death’s harsh stare? 

I know my Saviour, our Lord, is there; 

Over the threshold you may tread bold 

Into the sunlight of Glory untold; 

Gathered with love to the bosom of God 

You follow the way Christ Jesus trod. 

 
We have shared joy and sorrow, my dear 

Indeed, on life’s journey we had many a fear; 

But greater than sorrow, is love that is found 

In the arms that close hold you, encircled around; 

Shared love, close as breathing, conquers sad death 

Leaves us singing and praising our God with each breath. 

 
Where is death’s sting when Heaven abounds? 

Joy told by angels in singing resounds; 

Farewell my loved one entering that home, 

Willing, I give you to God’s “Kingdom Come”; 

There, when your pain and sorrow is gone, 

You will be risen, with life flowing on. 

 
One day, I will follow, when God says to me: 

“come hither and sit ‘neath my tree”; 

There with you, darling my loved one, adored, 

Kneeling to worship our Christ and our Lord. 

 
Written by Lucy Myrtle Brooke  

(Rodney Evans Grandma) 
1982 



 

For I am now ready to be offered,  
and the time of my departure is at hand. 

I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course,  
I have kept the faith: 

Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous judge,  

shall give me at that day: and not to me only,  
but unto all them also that love his appearing.  

 

2 Timothy 4:6-8 (KJV) 


