


 

Father Thomas Joseph (Tom) O’Connell 
 
Born:  6 March 1933 
  Lissereen, Abbeydorney, County Kerry, Ireland. 
 
Parents:  John and Mary O’Connell (both dec). 
 
Siblings:  Rita Moloney, Josephine Cantillon, Sr Rufina,  
  John O'Connell, Sr Cecilia, Kathleen O'Connell,  
  Michael O'Connell, Sr Sennan, Sr Bernadette (all dec),  
  Fr Maurice (Moss) O'Connell, and Sheila Healy. 

 
Education:  Primary - Abbeydorney N.S. Kilflynn N.S. 
  Secondary - CBS Yralee, St Brendan’s, Kilcarney. 
  Seminary - All Hallows College, Dublin (1950-1956). 
 
Ordination:  17 June 1956 by Bishop Michael O’Reilly 
  All Hallows College Chapel, Dublin, Ireland. 

 
Appointments:  Yallourn  14/12/1956      Assistant 
 

  Sale   05/04/1957 Assistant 

  Bairnsdale  27/08/1957 Assistant 

  Morwell  24/04/1965 Assistant 

  Leongatha  16/07/1966  
  (Also appointed Propagation of the Faith Director in this period) 
 

  Neerim South 26/03/1968 Acting Parish Priest 

  Yallourn  20/07/1968 Assistant 

  Wonthaggi  15/07/1969 Acting Parish Priest 

  Koo Wee Rup 15/01/1970 Assistant 

  Trafalgar  18/07/1970 Acting Parish Priest 

  Cowwarr  15/01/1971 Acting Parish Priest 

  Dalyston  15/07/1971 Parish Priest 

  Omeo   15/01/1972 Parish Priest 

  Fish Creek  30/03/1972 Parish Priest 

   Trafalgar  16/02/1980 Parish Priest 
 

   Retired:   March 2008 



St John’s Catholic Church, Trafalgar 
Thursday 4 March 2021  

 
Principal Celebrant  

Most Reverend Gregory Bennet DD - Bishop of Sale 

 
During the playing of the tune “Roisin Dubh” by the Dubliners -  

Father Tom’s brother priests solemnly process the coffin to its place  
at front of Church, (adorned with Ecumenical Community Rug of Love  

from the parishioners and community of Trafalgar).   

 
THE ROSARY:   Led by Parishioner Judith Campbell 

 
ENTRANCE HYMN:  “Immaculate Mary”   (Please stand) 
 

  Immaculate Mary, your praises we sing. 
  You reign now in Heaven with Jesus our King. 
 

  Ave, Ave, Ave, Maria! Ave, Ave, Ave, Maria! 
 

  In Heaven the blessed your glory proclaim; 
  On earth we your children invoke your sweet name. 
 

  Ave, Ave, Ave, Maria! Ave, Ave, Ave, Maria! 
 

  We pray for our Mother, the Church upon earth, 
  And bless, Holy Mary, the land of our birth. 
 

  Ave, Ave, Ave, Maria! Ave, Ave, Ave, Maria!  

 
WELCOME:   Fr Peter Slater VG 

 
THE GREETING AND INTRODUCTORY RITE:   
 

Bishop Greg:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son,  
  and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

All:  Amen. 
 

Bishop Greg:  Peace be with you.  
 

All:  And with your spirit.  



   Bishop Greg invites all to be seated. 

 
A MESSAGE FROM FATHER TOM:  Tania Moscato 

 
PLACING OF CHRISTIAN SYMBOLS: 
 
  Lighting of the Paschal Candle 
 

  Elio Moscato 
 

Bishop Greg:  In Baptism, Tom O’Connell received the light of Christ. 
  He walked as a child of the light and kept the flame of 
  Faith alive in his heart. 
 

All:  May Christ, the Eternal and unfading light, now 
  welcome him into the Kingdom of light and peace. 

 
  Sprinkling with Holy Water 
 

  Fr Michael Willemsen 
  

Bishop Greg:  When Tom was baptised, he was baptised into the life 
  and death of Jesus. Now that he has ended his journey 
  of faith, we sprinkle his coffin with water that is holy 
  as a reminder of Christ’s promise of everlasting life. 
 

All:  In the waters of Baptism, we too died with Christ,  
  and rose with him to new life.  
  May he keep us faithful on our journey. 

 
  Placing of the White Pall 
 

  The Moscato family 
 

Bishop Greg:  On the day of his Baptism, Tom was clothed in Christ.  
  By his word and example he has lived with Christian 
  dignity. 
 

All:  May Christ now enfold him in love and bring him  
  to eternal life. 



  Placing of the Photo 
 

  Katie Healy 

 
  Placing of the Book of the Gospels 
 

  Fr Denis O’Bryan EV 
 

Bishop Greg:  At Baptism, Tom’s ears were opened to hear the Word 
  of God, and at his Ordination, Tom was commissioned 
  to proclaim the Gospel of salvation to God’s people. 
 

All:  May the message of salvation live in our minds  
  and hearts. 

 
  Placing of Divine Office and Stole 
 

  Fr Peter Slater VG 
 

Bishop Greg:  Look upon your servant with Mercy, Lord.  
  When he gathered your people together to receive 
  your word and your sacraments he wore the priestly 
  stole. May he stand in your presence today, freed from 
  sin and clothed in the festal garment of your friends. 
 

All:  May he now enjoy the heavenly feast with all  
  the saints. 

 
  Placing of the Chalice 
 

  Julianne Keily 
 

Bishop Greg:  The Chalice was used by Tom to celebrate the  
  Eucharist, the sacrifice of Christ for the living and  
  the dead. 
 

All:  May he now enjoy the heavenly feast with all  
  the saints. 



OPENING PRAYER:   
 

Bishop Greg:  Let us pray. 
 

   Hear with favour our prayers, which we humbly  
  offer, O Lord, for the salvation of the soul of Fr Tom, 
  your servant and Priest, that he, who devoted a  
  faithful ministry to your name, may rejoice in the  
  perpetual company of your saints.  

 

   Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your son, who lives 
  and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
  one God for ever and ever. 

 

All:  Amen. 

 
  LITURGY OF THE WORD  (Please sit) 

 
FIRST READING:  From the Prophet Isaiah (25:6-9) 
 

Elio Moscato:  A reading from the Prophet Isaiah. 
 

  On this mountain, the Lord of hosts will prepare for 
  all people a banquet of rich food. On this mountain 
  he will remove the mourning veil covering all peoples, 
  and the shroud enwrapping all nations; he will  
  destroy Death for ever. The Lord God will wipe  
  away the tears from every cheek; he will take away 
  his people’s shame everywhere on earth, for the Lord 
  has said so. That day, it will be said: “See, this is our 
  God in whom we hoped for salvation; the Lord is the 
  one in whom we hoped. We exult and we rejoice that 
  he has saved us”. 

 

  The word of the Lord. 
  

All:  Thanks be to God. 



RESPONSORIAL PSALM:   
 

  “The Lord Is My Shepherd” (Boniwell)   
 

Sung:  The Lord is my shepherd, and I want to follow 
  Wherever he leads me, wherever he goes 
  Over the mountains, the waters and byways, 
  Valleys and highways, He’s waiting for me. 
 
  I want to go to meet Him there, 
  To lay myself down in His love, 
  The Lord is my Shepherd and I want to follow, 
  Wherever He leads me, wherever He goes. 
 
  And while on the journey to where we are going, 
  He promised to be there to help us along, 
  And over the mountains we’ll walk on together 
  To know all the wonders, He’s given to me. 
 
  I want to go to meet Him there, 
  To lay myself down in His love, 
  The Lord is my Shepherd and I want to follow,  
  Wherever He leads me, wherever He goes. 

 
SECOND READING:  From St Paul to Timothy (4:6-8) 
 

Dino Moscato: A Reading from the second letter  
  of St Paul to Timothy. 
 

  As for me the time has come for me to be gone.  
  I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race.  
  I have kept the faith.  
  All that is left for me now is to receive the crown of 
  justice that the Lord, the just judge, will give to me  
  on that day. Yet not to me only, but for all who long 
  for His coming. 

 

  The word of the Lord. 
  

All:  Thanks be to God. 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:       (Please stand) 
 

All:  Praise and Honour to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

  May God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
  enkindle the fire of our heart, that we might see  
  how great is the hope to which we are called. 
 

  Praise and Honour to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
GOSPEL:    Deacon Tony Aspinall 
 

Deacon Tony:  The Lord be with you. 
 

All:   And with your spirit. 
 

Deacon Tony:  A reading from the Holy Gospel according to  
  St Matthew. 

 

All:   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Deacon Tony:  Seeing the crowds, Jesus went up the hill.  
  There he sat down and was joined by his disciples.  
  Then he began to speak. This is what he taught them: 
  “How happy are the poor in spirit; theirs is the  
  kingdom of heaven. Happy the gentle; they shall have 
  the earth for their heritage. Happy those who mourn; 
  they shall be comforted. Happy those who hunger 
  and thirst for what is right; they shall be satisfied. 
  Happy the merciful; they shall have mercy shown 
  them. Happy the pure in heart; they shall see God. 
  Happy the peacemakers; they shall be called  sons of 
  God. Happy those who are persecuted in the cause 
  of right; theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Happy  
  are you when people abuse you and persecute you 
  and speak all kinds of calumny against you on my 
  account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be 
  great in heaven”. 
 

   The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

All:  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 



HOMILY:    Fr Peter Bickley    (Please be seated) 

 
PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL:      (Please stand) 
 
Bishop Greg:  Gathered together as God’s people by Christ the Good 
  Shepherd we ask God to hear our prayers.  

 
Lucy O’Connell: For Fr Tom, a child of God and heir to the kingdom,  
  that he may be held securely in God’s loving embrace  
  now and for all eternity.   
 

  Lord, hear us. 
 

All:     Lord, hear our prayer. 

 
Lucy:  For the family and friends of our brother Tom,  
  That they may be consoled in their grief by the Lord  
  who wept at the death of his friend Lazarus.  
 

  Lord, hear us. 
 

All:     Lord, hear our prayer. 

 
Barbara Rix:  That the Lord Jesus who blesses those who mourn and 
  are in pain will look upon Fr Tom’s family and friends 
  who gather around him today.  
  

  Lord, hear us. 
 

All:     Lord, hear our prayer. 

 
Barbara:  For all those who have fallen asleep in the hope of 
  rising again, that they may see God face to face.        

  Lord, hear us. 
 

All:     Lord, hear our prayer. 
 



Una O’Halloran: For the carers and nurses at Andrews House who  
  cared for Fr Tom, that their works of service may  
  be richly blessed.   

  Lord, hear us. 
 

All:     Lord, hear our prayer. 

 
Una:  That those who bear the cross of pain in mind or  
  body may never feel forsaken by God.      

  Lord, hear us. 
 

All:     Lord, hear our prayer. 

 
Bishop Greg:  Father, all-powerful God, we pray for our brother  
  Tom whom you have called from this life.  
  May our prayers assist him, forgive his sins, and  
  raise him up to eternal joy in your presence. 
 

  We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
 

All:  Amen. 

 
  LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

 
OFFERTORY HYMN:  “I Am The Bread Of Life” 
 

  I am the Bread of life. 
  You who come to Me shall not hunger; 
  You who believe in Me shall not thirst. 
  No one can come to Me 
  Unless the Father beckons. 
 

  And I will raise you up, and I will raise you up, 
  And I will raise you up on the last day. 
 

  The bread that I will give 
  Is My flesh for the life of the world, 
  And you who eat of this bread, 
  You shall live forever.     



  And I will raise you up, and I will raise you up, 
  And I will raise you up on the last day. 

 
INVITATION TO PRAYER: 
 

Bishop Greg:  Pray brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and yours 
  may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father. 

 

  All stand and pray: 
 

All:   May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands  
   for the praise and glory of his name, for our good  
   and the good of all his Holy Church. 

 
PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS:    
 

Bishop Greg:   Let us pray. 
 

  We ask your mercy, Lord, that this sacrifice of our 
  service, offered for the soul of Tom, your servant and 
  Priest, may now bring pardon to him, who devoutly 
  offered sacrifice to you in the Church.  
 

  Through Christ our Lord.  
 

All:  Amen. 

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER: 
 

Bishop Greg:   The Lord be with you. 
 

All:  And with your spirit. 
 

Bishop Greg:  Lift up your hearts. 
 

All:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
 

Bishop Greg:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 

All:  It is right and just. 



Bishop Greg:  It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 
  always and everywhere to give you thanks, Lord, holy 
  Father, almighty and eternal God, through Christ our 
  Lord. For he is the salvation of the world, the life of 
  the human race, the resurrection of the dead.    

  Through him the host of Angels adores your majesty 
  and rejoices in your presence for ever.     

  May our voices, we pray, join with theirs in one  
  chorus of exultant praise, as we acclaim: 
 

All:  Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of hosts.  
  Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
   Hosanna in the highest.  
   Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
   Hosanna in the highest.  

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER III     (Please kneel) 
 

Bishop Greg:  You are indeed Holy, O Lord, and all you have created 
  rightly gives you praise, for through your Son our 
  Lord Jesus Christ, by the power and working of the 
  Holy Spirit, you give life to all things and make them 
  holy, and you never cease to gather a people to  
  yourself, so that from the rising of the sun to its  
  setting a pure sacrifice may be offered to your name. 

 

   Therefore, O Lord, we humbly implore you:  
   by the same Spirit graciously make holy these gifts 

  we have brought to you for consecration, that they 
  may become the Body and Blood of your Son our  
  Lord Jesus Christ, at whose command we celebrate 
  these mysteries. 

 

   For on the night he was betrayed he himself took  
  bread, and, giving you thanks, he said the blessing, 
  broke the bread and gave it to his disciples saying: 

 

   Take this, all of you, and eat of it, for this is  
   my Body, which will be given up for you. 



   In a similar way, when supper was ended, he took the 
  chalice, and, giving you thanks, he said the blessing, 
  and gave the chalice to this disciples, saying: 

 

   Take this, all of you, and drink from it,  
   for this is the chalice of my Blood, the Blood  
   of the new and eternal covenant, which will  
   be poured out for you and for many for the  

  forgiveness of sins. Do this in memory of me. 
 
   The mystery of faith: 

 

All:   We proclaim your Death, O Lord,  
   and profess your Resurrection  
   until you come again. 
 
Bishop Greg:   Therefore, O Lord, as we celebrate the memorial  
   of the saving Passion of your Son, his wondrous  

  Resurrection and Ascension into heaven, and as  
   we look forward to his second coming, we offer  
   you in thanksgiving this holy and living sacrifice. 
 

   Look, we pray, upon the oblation of your Church and, 
  recognising the sacrificial Victim by who death you 
  willed to reconcile us to yourself, grant that we, who 
  are nourished by the Body and Blood of your Son and 
  filled with his Holy Spirit, may become one body, one 
  spirit in Christ. 

 

C I:   May he make of us an eternal offering to you, so  
   that we may obtain an inheritance with your elect, 

  especially with the most Blessed Virgin Mary,  
   Mother of God, with your blessed Apostles and  

  glorious Martyrs and with all the Saints, on whose 
  constant intercession in your presence we rely for 
  unfailing help. 

 

C II:   May this Sacrifice of our reconciliation, we pray,  
   O Lord, advance the peace and salvation of all the  

  world. 
 



   Be pleased to confirm in faith and charity your  
  pilgrim Church on earth, with your servant Tom,  
  Francis our Pope, Gregory our Bishop, all the clergy, 
  and the entire people you have gained for your own. 

  

   Listen graciously to the prayers of this family, whom 
  you have summoned before you: in your compassion, 
  O merciful Father, gather to yourself all your children 
  scattered throughout the world. 

 

C III:   To our departed brothers and sisters and to all who 
  were pleasing to you at their passing from this life, 
  give kind admittance to your kingdom. There we  
  hope to enjoy for ever the fullness of your glory  
  through Christ our Lord, through whom you bestow 
  on the world all that is good. 

 
Bishop Greg and Concelebrants: 
 

   Through him, and with him, and in him, O God,  
  almighty Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

   all glory and honour is yours, for ever and ever. 
 

All:   Amen. 

 
COMMUNION RITE:      (Please stand) 
 

Bishop Greg:  At the Saviour’s command and formed by divine  
  teaching, we dare to say: 

 

All:   Our Father, who art in heaven,  
   hallowed be thy name;  
   thy kingdom come,  
   thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
   Give us this day our daily bread, 
   and forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
   and lead us not into temptation,  
   but deliver us from evil. 



Bishop Greg:  Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, graciously 
  grant peace in our days, that, by the help of your  
  mercy, we may be always free from sin and safe from 
  all distress, as we await the blessed hope and the  
  coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

 

All:   For the kingdom, the power and the glory are  
  yours now and for ever. 

 

Bishop Greg:  Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your Apostles:  
   Peace I leave you, my peace I give you; look not  
   on our sins, but on the faith of your Church, and  

  graciously grant her peace and unity in accordance 
  with your will. Who live and reign for ever and ever. 
 

All:   Amen. 

 
Bishop Greg:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

All:   And with your spirit. 
 

Bishop Greg:  Let us offer each other the sign of peace. 
 
All:   Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,  
   have mercy on us.  

  Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,  
  have mercy on us.  
  Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,  
  grant us peace. 
 

  (Please kneel) 
 

Bishop Greg:  Behold the Lamb of God,  
  behold him who takes away the sins of the world. 
  Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 

 

All:   Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under 
  my roof, but only say the word and my soul shall 
  be healed. 

 
COMMUNION HYMNS:   
 

   “Panis Angelicus” & “Ave Maria”  



The Priests sing  SALVE REGINA: 
 

   Salve Regina mater miseri cordiae,  
   vita, dulcedo et spes nostra salve. 

  Ad te clamamus, exsules filii Hevae, 
  ad te suspiramis gementes et flentes  

   in hac lacrimarum valle. 
 

   Eia ergo advocata nostra, illos tuos  
   miseri cordes oculos ad nos converte; 

  et Jesum benedictum fructum ventris tui, 
   nobis post hoc exsilium ostende. 

  O clemens, O pia, O dulcis Virgo Maria. 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION:              (Please stand)   
 

Bishop Greg:  Let us pray. 
 

  Renewed by food from your heavenly table, we  
  humbly beseech you, O Lord, that by the power of 
  this sacrifice the soul of Tom, your servant and  
  Priest, who faithfully ministered in your Church,  
  may exult forever in your sight. 
 

  Through Christ our Lord. 
 

All:  Amen. 

 
FINAL COMMENDATION AND FAREWELL:       (Please remain standing)   
 

Bishop Greg:  Trusting in God, we have prayed together for Tom 
  and now we come to the last farewell.  

 

   There is sadness in parting, but we take comfort in 
  the hope that one day we shall see Tom again and 
  enjoy his friendship.  

 

   Although this congregation will disperse in sorrow, 
  the mercy of God will gather us together again in the 
  joy of his kingdom. Therefore let us console one  
  another in the faith of Jesus Christ. 



SIGNS OF FAREWELL: 
 

  Fr Tom’s coffin is sprinkled with holy water  
  and incensed. 

 
SONG OF FAREWELL: 
 

Bishop Greg:  Saints of God, come to his aid!  
  Come to meet him angels of the Lord.   
 

All:   Receive his soul and present him to God  
   the most high. 
 

Bishop Greg:  May Christ, who called you, take you to himself.  
  May the angels lead you to Abraham’s side. 
 

All:   Receive his soul and present him to God  
   the most high. 
 

Bishop Greg:  Give him eternal rest, O Lord,  
  and may your light shine on him forever.   
 

All:   Receive his soul and present him to God  
   the most high. 

 
Bishop Greg:  Into your hands, Father of mercies, we commend  
  our brother Tom in the sure and certain hope that, 
  together with all who have died in Christ, he will  
  rise with him on the last day. 
 

  We give you thanks for the blessings which you  
  bestowed upon Tom in this life: they are signs to us 
  of your goodness and of our fellowship with the  
  saints in Christ.  
 

  Merciful Lord, turn toward us and listen to our  
  prayers: open the gates of paradise to your servant 
  and help us who remain to comfort one another with 
  assurances of faith, until we meet in Christ and are 
  with you and our brother for ever. 
 

  We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
 

All:  Amen. 



Bishop Greg:   In peace, let us take our dear brother Tom to his  
  place of rest. 

 
RECESSIONAL HYMN:  “Lady Of Knock”  Daniel O’Donnell 
 

   There were people of all ages 
   Gathered round the gable wall 
   Poor and humble men and women 
   Little children that you would call 
 

   We are gathered here before you 
   And our hearts are just the same 
   Filled with joy at such a vision 
   As we praise your name 
 

   Golden Rose, Queen of Ireland 
   All my cares and troubles cease 
   As I kneel with love before you 
   Lady of Knock, my Queen of Peace 
 

   Oh, your message is unspoken 
   But the truth in silence lies 
   So I gaze upon your vision 
   And the truth I try to find 
 

   Here I stand, with John the teacher 
   And with Joseph at your side 
   And I see the lamb of God 
   On the altar glorified 
 

   Golden Rose, Queen of Ireland 
   All my cares and troubles cease 
   As we kneel with love before you 
   Lady of Knock, my Queen of Peace 
 

   And the lamb will conquer 
   And the woman clothed in the sun 
   Will shine her light on everyone 
   And the lamb will conquer 
   And the woman clothed in the sun 
   Will shine her light on everyone 



   Golden Rose, Queen of Ireland 
   All our cares and troubles cease 
   As we kneel with love before you 
   Lady of Knock, my Queen of Peace 
 

   Lady of Knock, my Queen of Peace 

 
Master of Ceremonies 

 

Father Jithin Anto 

 
Coffin Bearers 

 

Elio Moscato, Colin Rix, Anthony Moscato 
Dino Moscato, Graham Grant & Patrick O’Connell 

 
Music and Vocals 

 

Music for Funerals 

 
 
 

Immaculate Mary 
Text: Jeremiah Cummings (alt). Music: Lourdes Hymn, traditional French  

Public Domain 
 

The Lord Is My Shepherd 
Text: adapted from Ps 23, Text & Music: Brian Boniwell. ©1981, Brian Boniwell.  

 

I am The Bread of Life 
Text: based on John 6, Suzanne Toolan RSM. Music: Suzanne Toolan RSM. 

©1966,1970,1986,1993, GIA Publications, Inc.  
 

Salve Regina 
Text: Salve Regina mater misericordiae, Hermanus Contractus c. 1013-1054.  

Music: Gregorian Chant mode V. Public Domain. 
 

Lady Of Knock 
Text: Dana Rosemary Scallon © 1981, Dana Rosemary Scallon. Music: Traditional Irish 

 



 

Father Tom giving a blessing to his parents, John and Mary,  
on the day of his Ordination. 

Thank you for your attendance and for  
your loving prayers and support. 

 

You are warmly invited for refreshments at the  
Trafalgar Bowls Club, Seven Mile Road, Trafalgar 

following the Burial Service at the Trafalgar Cemetery.  


